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Magnesia (sixty kilometers from Smyrna). At one time,
towards the beginning of the sixteenth century, a settle-
ment established at Amasia had to disband and migrate
because of persecutions provoked by the Greeks of that
city, when they were accused of *i ritual-murder.'? There
were, therefore, no Jewish settlements in the cities of
the interior, nor in any of the inaccessible vilayets of
Armenia. This holds true even today, with the exception
of the city of Angora, located on the Anatolian Railway,
where a small Jewish colony exists.
In spite of persecution and oppression during the
reign of Theodosius, Constantinople had the largest Jew-
ish population of any city in Turkey, but it was only
after the arrival of the Spanish Jews that the communi-
ties began to attain renown. Among the new immigrants
there were many leaders—men of great ability—who had
taken a large part in the political, commercial, and scien-
tific activities in Spain and Portugal. With their arrival,
the existing settlements of Jews, especially those at Con-
stantinople, Salonika, Smyrna and Adrianople, took on
fresh virility. Thus was contributed new strength to the
Turkish Empire.
In addition to the influence exerted by the Jewish
immigration of the year 1492,1 we must bear in mind also
the importance of the influence exerted by individuals.
Among them may be mentioned Don Joseph Nassi and
Salomon Eskenazi, men of great political talent and
diplomatic tact. This political influence of the Jews of
Turkey extended to their coreligionists in countries
where the Jews were the object of persecution. When
the Pope, Paul IV, was about to expel all the Turkish
and Spanish Jews from territories under his domination,
aThe following remark is attributed to Bayazid II on the occasion of
signing in the year 1492 the decree allowing the Jews expelled from
Spain to enter Turkey: "By decreeing the ejection of the Jews,
Ferdinand has impoverished his country and enriched mine."

